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to the court of Alfonso of Aragon, whose secretary
he ultimately became. Some years later he attacked
the Temporal Power and urged the secularization
of the States of the Church. uUt Papa," he wrote,
"tantum Vicarius Christ! sit, et non etiam Caesari."
In his "De falso credita et ementita Constantini
Donatione," he showed that the decretals of the Do-
nation of Constantine, upon which rests the Pope's
claim to the Pontifical States, was an impudent'
forgery; that Constantine had never had the power to
give, nor had given, Rome to the Popes, and that they
had no right to govern there. He backed up this
formidable indictment by a round attack upon the
clergy, its general corruption and its practices of
simony; and as a result he fell into the hands of the
Inquisition. There it might have gone very ill with
him had not King Alfonso rescued him from the
clutches of that dread priestly tribunal.
Meanwhile, he had fired his petard. If a pretext
had been wanting to warrant the taking up of arms
against the Papacy, that pretext Valla had afforded.
Never was the temporal power of the Church in such
danger, and ultimately it must inevitably have suc-
cumbed but for the coming of so strong and unscru-
pulous a man as Sixtus IV to stamp out the patri-
cian factions that were heading the hostile move-
ment.
His election, it is generally admitted, was simonia-
cal; and by simony he raised the funds necessary for
his campaign to reestablish and support the papal
authority. This simony of his, says Dr. Jacob Burck-
hardt, quoting Battista Mantovano,1 "grew to un-
1 De Calamitatibus Temporum, 1, iii.